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sYRAY’S INN, at one time the most popular of the ancient Inns 
eis5) of Court in London, was established prior to the year 1370, but as 
f) its earliest archives were destroyed by fire in 1687, the exact date 


v4 74) is unknown, the existing chapel, however, is of that early period. 
It enjoyed the particular favour of Queen Elizabeth and to this very day, a 
quaint feature of the banquets held in its Hall, is the toast to her “glorious pious 


and immortal memory.” 


@ Many are the famous names connected with Gray’s Inn during the inter- 
vening centuries. Lord Francis Bacon laid out the grounds, Pepys tells us in 
his diary that he was a constant visitor, and Dr. Johnson moved there about 
1758, as did Oliver Goldsmith a few years later. Dickens served for a while 
as clerk to a Gray’s Inn solicitor, and it will be recalled that it was here that 
old Traddles lodged when visited by David Copperfield, and Perker received 
a call from Mr. Pickwick, the scene in both cases being laid in that part of 


the Inn called Holborn Court, since renamed South Square. 


a @ The explanation as to how such a rare opportunity occurred for us to acquire 
‘ a room of this character, is that an extension to the library required the de- 
ie molishing of the chambers of which it was a part. It is of the early Queen 

Anne period, with wide single-piece panels bordered with bolection mouldings, 


in fact “distinguished for its simplicity” is its best description. 


@ It was in this row of chambers on South Square, Gray’s Inn, perchance in the 
very one of which this panelled room was a part, that Lord Macaulay resided 
from 1819 to 1834 and one’s imagination may well be stirred by the thought 
of the many illustrious King’s Counsel and other learned gentlemen of the bar 
who have studied their Coke and Blackstone—and doubtless at times, held 


high revel within its four walls. 


@ Today its use would be ideal as a private office or study, but it would also 
be suitable as an intimate dining roomy 


@ Concealed in the panels on each side of the fireplace are large cupboards 


reaching from floor to cornice. There is a door in the center of the wall on 


one side and two doors on the other side, one of which was probably a cupboard, 

while opposite the fireplace is a pair of windows, As the room is almost square a 
: change might readily be made, if desired, in the relative position of the walls. 
The panelling is in exceptionally fine condition and charming in color. 


! Plan, sizes and details are shown on the back page. 
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